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Arizona’s Fourteenth Annual Transition Conference 
Promote Strengths and Inspire Success

Arizona’s Fourteenth Annual Transition Conference, Promote Strengths and Inspire Success, is a collaborative, cross-stakeholder professional 
development event aimed at providing the meaningful and pertinent information needed in the transition-planning process for youth and 
young adults with disabilities. This annual conference provides a dynamic array of national speakers and state-level experts and also includes 
participation of youth, young adults, and family members. Session content is structured around three topical strands: (1) strategies for enhancing 
youth success, (2) family involvement, and (3) interagency/community collaboration.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 
 • State and local special education directors, education specialists, and teachers/professors
 • Youth and young adults with and without disabilities and/or family members
 • Secure care education personnel
 • College and university disability resource services personnel
 • School psychologists, related service providers
 • Adult services agency personnel 

2014 NOTES
 • Family and youth-/young adult–focused sessions will only be held on Monday and Tuesday. Registration fees and 

scholarship funding will only allow a participant who registers as a family member, youth, or young adult to 
attend the conference on August 25 and 26, 2014. Scholarships continue to be available on a first-come, first-
served basis for youth, young adults, and family members needing assistance with lodging or registration costs. 
Scholarships are open to those who meet eligibility requirements and may be limited based on the number of 
applicants per family or on scholarship awards received in prior years. Scholarship registration can be found on the  
ADE/ESS 2014 Transition Conference website.

 • Registration fees for educators, service agency providers, and other professionals will allow participation in all three days of the 
conference.

 • The first day of the conference will begin at 9:00 a.m. in an effort to accommodate participants traveling from out of town. The late 
start is intended to reduce travel expenses for those who may not wish to stay at the hotel an extra night, but still want to attend all 
sessions. 

 • Handouts for all sessions will be posted online three weeks before the conference on the ADE/ESS 2014 Transition Conference 
website. Additionally, a CD containing presentation materials will be located in participant conference bags. Paper copies of 
handouts from the conference CD can be printed at the Talking Stick Resort business center for a fee.

 • A link for the Overall Conference Survey and Certificate will be sent to conference participants one week after the conference. When 
registering for the conference, please use the participant’s preferred e-mail (work or home) as this is the address to which the survey 
link will be sent.

 • Registration information for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accommodations alternate entrance will be provided 
to participants prior to the conference via e-mail.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Registration for Arizona’s Fourteenth Annual Transition Conference will open Monday, May 5, 2014, and will close Friday, August 1, 2014. 
Conference registration will be processed exclusively online.

Online registration may be completed in one of the following ways:
 • Go directly to the registration page for the conference:
  https://www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration/EventLocationSelection.asp?EventID=3468&EventDate=8/25/2014. 
 • Go to the Calendar of Events section of the ADE website: 
  https://www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration/calendar/rendercalendar.asp, click on the drop-down arrow on the calendar, select 

“August,” and click on the 25th.
 • Go to the ADE/ESS 2014 Transition Conference website: click on the link for Arizona’s Fourteenth Annual Transition Conference 

registration.

Registration will remain open through August 1, 2014, and is limited based on capacity. NOTE: ADE reserves the right to cap total registration 
numbers from any single organization to allow broader participant representation. If you experience any difficulty with online registration, please 
contact Jeannette Zemeida at (602) 542-3855. In the event registration reaches capacity and closes before the deadline, you may contact 
Jeannette Zemeida to obtain the link to the online waiting list. Waiting list information will be made available on the ADE/ESS 2014 
Transition Conference website once capacity is reached.

http://www.azed.gov/special-education/2014-transition-conference/
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/2014-transition-conference/
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/2014-transition-conference/
https://www.ade.az.gov/onlineregistration/EventLocationSelection.asp?EventID=3468&EventDate=8/25 /2014
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/2014-transition-conference/
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/2014-transition-conference/
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/2014-transition-conference/


2

REGISTRATION COST
For Educators, Service Agency Providers, and Other Professionals:

$300 – Early Registration (May 5–16)
$325 – Standard Registration (May 17–August 1)
$350 – Late/Walk-In Registration (August 2–27)

For Youth, Young Adults, and Family Members:
$175 – Early Registration (May 5–16)
$200 – Standard Registration (May 17–August 1)
$225 – Late/Walk-In Registration (August 2–27)

PLEASE NOTE: Registration fees listed above are for all three days of the conference (or two days for youth, young adults, and family 
members). There will be no allowance for single-day registration. Additionally, presenters, vendors, and Secondary Transition Mentoring 
Project (STMP) participants should register separately (NOT through the general registration sites) using the instructions provided 
by conference organizers.

REGISTRATION CONTACT PERSON
All questions regarding conference registration (e.g., payment, refunds, cancellations, substitutions, dietary needs, ADA accommodations) 
should be directed to Jeannette Zemeida via phone at (602) 542-3855 or via e-mail at Jeannette.Zemeida@azed.gov.

REGISTRATION PAYMENT
Payment must be made by purchase order, check, or cashier’s check only. Credit and debit cards cannot be processed, and cash cannot be 
accepted. Purchase order numbers are NOT required for early registration, but payment information for ALL registrations must be 
submitted by August 1, 2014. Failure to submit payment information by the deadline may cancel your registration.

Make checks payable to “Arizona Department of Education.”

Mail payment to:  Arizona Department of Education 
 Exceptional Student Services, Attn: Jeannette Zemeida 
 1535 West Jefferson, Bin 24 
 Phoenix, AZ 85007

ATTENDANCE CONFIRMATION
The registration process is not complete without a confirmation number from the online process. Attendance is strictly based on 
registration confirmation and available capacity. Make sure to retain your confirmation number and bring it with you to the conference.

REFUNDS & CANCELLATIONS
All requests for refunds must be sent to Jeannette Zemeida via e-mail no later than August 1, 2014. Cancellation requests will not be accepted 
after that date. A registration fee is charged to all participants, including no-shows, who do not cancel their registration by August 1, 2014.

REGISTRANT SUBSTITUTIONS
Please advise ADE of any attendee substitutions by August 1, 2014, by contacting Jeannette Zemeida with name changes.

SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS
If special dietary needs are required, please complete the appropriate section on the registration form.

ADA ACCOMMODATION NEEDS
If Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accommodations are required, please complete the appropriate section on the registration form by 
July 25, 2014. Accommodations requested after this time cannot be guaranteed. 

SLEEPING ROOM REGISTRATION
Make your reservations directly with the Talking Stick Resort by calling (866) 877-9897. Rooms will be held under “Arizona Department 
of Education Transition Conference,” booking ID# 5374, until August 10, 2014, at 5:00 p.m. at the rate of $74.00 per night (not including 
state and local taxes). Limited accessible sleeping rooms are available. If you require an accessible sleeping room, please specify your request at 
the time you make your hotel reservation. If there are no rooms available at the conference site, the Talking Stick Resort will direct you to an 
overflow hotel. Please note: The Talking Stick Resort has begun charging portage and maid service fees for overnight stays. ADE/ESS 
will pay these fees for rooms reserved under the ADE Transition Conference block rate and participants will not be charged separately. 

mailto:Jeannette.Zemeida@azed.gov
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Dr. Charlotte Alverson
Dr. Charlotte Alverson is currently a research associate for the National Post-School Outcomes (NPSO) 
and Secondary Special Education and Transition (SSET) research unit at the University of Oregon. 
She completed her PhD from the University of Oregon in special education. She has provided product 
development and technical assistance activities to the NPSO for the last six years and brings a wealth of 
practical experience as a former special education teacher and administrator. Her research and technical 
assistance interests include post-school outcomes, secondary special education programming for students 
with moderate and severe disabilities, and program evaluation.

Dr. Thomas Armstrong – Monday Opening Keynote Speaker
Dr. Thomas Armstrong is the executive director of the American Institute for Learning 
and Human Development and also an award-winning author and speaker who has been 
an educator for the past forty years. Over one million copies of his books are in print 
on issues related to learning and human development. He is the author of fifteen books 
including Neurodiversity in the Classroom:  Strength-Based Strategies to Help Students with 
Special Needs Achieve Success in School and Life; Multiple Intelligences in the Classroom, 3rd 
Edition; In Their Own Way, Awakening Your Child’s Natural Genius; 7 Kinds of Smart, The 
Myth of the A.D.D. Child; The Power of Neurodiversity: Unleashing the Advantages of Your 
Differently Wired Brain; and Awakening Genius in the Classroom. He has written for Ladies’ 
Home Journal, Family Circle, Parenting (where he was a regularly featured columnist for 
four years), Mothering, and over thirty other periodicals, journals, and edited books. He 
has appeared on several national and international television and radio programs, including 
NBC’s The Today Show, CBS This Morning, CNN, the BBC, and the Voice of America. 
Articles featuring his work have appeared in The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, 
The Washington Post, USA Today, Investor’s Business Daily, Good Housekeeping, and hundreds 
of other newspapers and magazines around the country. 

Dr. Loujeania Bost Williams
Dr. Loujeania Bost Williams is the director of the National Dropout Prevention Center for Students 
with Disabilities (NDPC-SD) at Clemson University. She is responsible for all operational aspects of the 
Center, including the development of strategic partnerships. NDPC-SD is a national technical assistance 
and dissemination center funded by the US Department of Education, Office of Special Education 
Programs (USDE/OSEP), to support states in assisting local education agencies to decrease dropout rates 
among students with disabilities. Dr. Bost Williams’ approach to technical assistance is to assist states in 
a systematic process of transferring knowledge about dropout prevention research, practices that work, 
and policies that assist states and their stakeholders in achieving their goals and plans to reduce dropout 
rates among students with disabilities. She holds a PhD in special education from Pennsylvania State 
University. 

Dr. Douglas Cheney
Dr. Douglas Cheney is professor of special education at the University of Washington, Seattle, where 
he codirects the master’s program in learning and emotional/behavioral disabilities (EBD), the doctoral 
program in secondary special education, and the School-based Mental Health Center (SMART 
Center), a joint project between the School of Medicine and the College of Education. He has 40 
years’ experience in special education as a teacher, administrator, researcher, and professor and is a past 
president of the Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders. He was director of both Washington’s 
Behavior Research Center and the Institute on Emotional Disturbance at Keene State College (KSC), 
New Hampshire, where he developed, with Dr. JoAnne Malloy, Project RENEW, a nationally recognized 
program on transition of students with EBD. He is editor of the text, Transition of Secondary Students 
with Emotional or Behavioral Disorders: Current Approaches for Positive Outcomes, and past editor of 
The Journal of Emotional and Behavioral Disorders. Dr. Cheney’s work can be accessed at his website:  
https://catalyst.uw.edu/workspace/dcheney/21491.

National Presenters

http://
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Tana Donaghy
Tana Donaghy has worked in the field of special education for over 18 years. She was a classroom teacher 
for more than a decade and has worked with students ranging from preschool aged to adult-aged transition 
students, 18–22 years of age. Her expertise is in working with students who have moderate to severe 
and profound disabilities. She has been involved in California state committees that have addressed the 
needs of students with moderate to severe and profound disabilities in programming, curriculum, and 
instruction. She trains teachers, administrators, and parents on legally defensible programs for children 
with special needs. 

Dr. Peter Gerhardt
Dr. Peter Gerhardt is the president of Peter Gerhardt Associates, LLC. He has more than 30 years’ 
experience using the principles of applied behavior analysis in support of adolescents and adults with 
autism spectrum disorders in educational, employment, residential, and community-based settings. Dr. 
Gerhardt has authored and coauthored articles and book chapters on the needs of adolescents and adults 
with autism spectrum disorder and has presented nationally and internationally on this topic. He serves 
as Chairman of the Scientific Council for the Organization for Autism Research, is on the Editorial 
Board of Behavior Analysis in Practice, and is on numerous professional advisory boards. Dr. Gerhardt 
received his doctorate from Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey’s Graduate School of Education.

Dr. Gary Greene
Dr. Gary Greene is professor emeritus of special education at California State University, Long Beach 
(CSULB). He is a former resource specialist and taught students with learning disabilities in the public 
schools for ten years prior to joining the faculty at CSULB. Dr. Greene taught graduate-level special 
education CSULB for 25 years, with a specialty in transition services for youth with disabilities. Much 
of his scholarly work in the last decade has focused on transition issues faced by families of culturally 
and linguistically diverse youth with disabilities. He serves as a special needs consultant for the US 
Department of State, Division of Overseas Schools. Since retiring from CSULB in 2012, Dr. Greene has 
been working as a private consultant in special education assisting public school districts and families of 
youth with disabilities in the transition assessment and planning process. 

Dr. Amy Gaumer Erickson
Dr. Amy Gaumer Erickson focuses on comprehensive evaluation of educational initiatives that improve 
in-school and post-school outcomes for students. Her work centers on the implementation of instructional 
strategies within a multi-tiered system of supports (MTSS) that enable students with and without 
disabilities to become college and career ready. To support continuous educational improvement, she 
has developed instruments that provide a schoolwide perspective on educator implementation. She has 
also published books and articles that provide practical assessment and instructional strategies to support 
students’ cognitive, intrapersonal, and interpersonal skill development. Dr. Gaumer Erickson and her 
husband apply these strategies to support the college and career readiness of their three teenage children. 

Melinda Jacobs
Melinda Jacobs is an attorney in private practice who has worked in the field of special education law since 
1985. Since 1996, she has exclusively represented school systems in special education matters pursuant 
to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and 
related laws. Ms. Jacobs has authored several publications and articles on special education law and has 
written and produced a series of audiotapes and videotapes on the implementation of the laws governing 
the provision of special education and related services. She is a member of the Special Education School 
Attorneys Advisory Council and serves as Chairperson of the LRP National Institute on Legal Issues of 
Educating Students with Disabilities. Her “down to earth” and practical presentation style, combining 
humor and song, makes legal information accessible and understandable for stakeholders in the field.
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Dr. Cinda Johnson – Tuesday Opening Keynote Speaker
Dr. Cinda Johnson is a professor and the director of the graduate special education program 
at Seattle University. She is also the director for the Center for Change in Transition Services. 
Dr. Johnson is a national leader in the area of transition from high school to post–high school 
for young people with disabilities. She has a particular interest in and passion for supporting 
children, adolescents, and young people with mental health conditions in assuring that they 
are provided the best opportunity to be successful after leaving high school. Dr. Johnson is the 
coauthor of Perfect Chaos: A Daughter’s Journey with Bipolar, A Mother’s Struggle to Save Her.

Linea Johnson – Tuesday Opening Keynote Speaker
Linea Johnson is a national mental health advocate, speaker, and writer and the coauthor of 
Perfect Chaos: A Daughter’s Journey with Bipolar, A Mother’s Struggle to Save Her.  She currently 
works as a research assistant at Harborview Medical Center in Seattle, the very hospital where 
she was initially hospitalized. Her experience includes work with a mental health team in rural 
Kerala, India, and as an intern at the World Health Organization in the mental health policy 
department in Geneva, Switzerland. In addition to her writing and speaking engagements, Ms. 
Johnson is the associate producer on the world mental health documentary, Hidden Pictures. 

Dr. Michael Krezmien
Dr. Michael Krezmien is an assistant professor of education and the founder and director of 
the Center for Youth Engagement at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. He has worked for the 
last 15 years teaching and researching education in alternative settings including residential treatment 
centers, mental hospitals, and juvenile and adult corrections facilities. He has conducted research in 
juvenile corrections ranging from educational assessments of committed and detained juvenile offenders, 
multi-state intervention studies of struggling delinquent readers, and successful transitions for youth in 
alternative education settings, including juvenile and adult corrections centers. For the past four years, 
Dr. Krezmien has been the research partner for a citywide youth violence and gang prevention program 
and developed and ran a program designed to support violent offenders released into the community. 
He has utilized technology and innovative practices based on the principles of universal design for 
learning (UDL) and project-based learning to promote enhanced educational, workforce, and behavioral 
outcomes for successful transitions to the post-school life for incarcerated youth and young adults. 

Dr. Ed O’Leary
Dr. Ed O’Leary is a consultant and program specialist for Mountain Plains Regional Resource Center. 
He received his doctorate from the University of Illinois in vocational technical education/special needs 
and his master’s in special education from Drake University. He has spent more than 30 years working 
in and with schools as a secondary special education teacher, special education consultant, transition 
specialist, work experience coordinator, program specialist, and program director. He developed the 
Transition Outcomes Project, an approach to helping districts and states meet transition requirements 
in order to demonstrate improvement and results. The Transition Outcomes Project is now operating in 
more than 25 states/regions and more than 1,500 districts across the country.

Dr. Laura Owens
Dr. Laura Owens has been the executive director of the Association of People Supporting Employment 
First (APSE), a national organization focusing on the advancement of integrated employment for citizens 
with disabilities based in Washington, DC, since October 2008 (www.apse.org). She is also an associate 
professor at the University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee in the department of exceptional education, where 
she teaches courses focusing on high school inclusion and transition from school to work. Dr. Owens 
is also the director of Creative Employment Opportunities, Inc. (CEO), an employment agency for 
individuals with disabilities in Milwaukee, Wisconsin (www.ceomke.com), which she founded in 1991. 
Dr. Owens earned her MS degree in special education from the University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee and 
her PhD from the University of Wisconsin–Madison.

http://www.apse.org/
http://www.ceomke.com/
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Dr. Deborah K. Reed
Dr. Deborah K. Reed is an assistant professor at Florida State University and the Florida Center for 
Reading Research. She has spent over 20 years addressing reading instruction for at-risk youth, 10 years 
as a classroom teacher, and 11 years as a researcher and technical assistance provider in 19 different 
states. Dr. Reed has developed numerous instructional materials and professional development programs 
that are available to educators internationally. She also has served as the principal investigator of studies 
exploring reading assessment and instruction and was awarded the Council for Learning Disabilities’ 
2010 Outstanding Researcher of the Year award. Dr. Reed’s current research involves the development 
and delivery of reading instruction in juvenile justice settings. 

Curtis Richards
Curtis Richards is a nationally recognized leader in the disability community. He currently serves as 
director of the Center for Workforce Development at the Institute for Educational Leadership (IEL). 
Mr. Richards also serves as the lead technical assistance (TA) provider for the National Collaborative on 
Workforce & Disability for Youth (NCWD/Youth). With support from the US Department of Labor’s 
Office of Disability Employment Policy, NCWD/Youth is a national TA center focused on assisting the 
workforce development system to better serve youth, including youth with disabilities.  Mr. Richards 
assisted in developing the framework, Guideposts for Success (including guideposts specifically addressing 
foster care youth, juvenile justice youth, and youth with mental health needs), the Guideposts for 
Employers, the Knowledge, Skills and Abilities of Youth Service Practitioners, and the National Alliance for 
Secondary Education and Transition (NASET) Standards & Indicators. He is the content lead at NCWD/
Youth on connecting activities, universal access, self-sufficiency, performance accountability, juvenile 
justice, significant disabilities, postsecondary education, and disability public policy. Mr. Richards holds 
a bachelor of arts degree in government-journalism from California State University, Sacramento, and 
has been visually impaired since he was a toddler. 

Sharon Slover
Sharon Slover is the executive director of Education & Careers for The Menta Group®, where she has 
developed Employment First—Team Transition Programs to assist districts in Illinois with improving 
post-school outcomes for students with disabilities. Prior to working with The Menta Group®, she was 
the director of Education & Careers for McHenry County and co-coordinator of the McHenry County 
College Transition Pathways, a postsecondary education and training program for adults with disabilities. 
Ms. Slover was instrumental in the design, development, and ongoing changes of the Pathways Program, 
which won an Exemplary Program Award in Illinois. The Council for Exceptional Children’s Division 
on Career Development and Transition awarded her the National Marc Gold Innovative Practices in 
Transition Award for her efforts to improve the quality and access to career and transition services for 
people with disabilities. Ms. Slover obtained her bachelor’s degree from Eastern Illinois University and 
her master’s in Rehabilitation Administration with a concentration in transition from Southern Illinois 
University. She acquired her Specialist in Education & Careers from The Career and Technical Leadership 
Institute at Purdue University.

Dr. Scott Solberg
Dr. Scott Solberg is associate dean for research at Boston University’s School of Education and professor in 
the Department of Counseling and Human Development. His research focuses on the design of learning 
systems that  optimize youth development. For the past six years, he has been principal investigator 
on a federally sponsored national study of  individualized  learning plans (ILPs) through a cooperative 
agreement grant awarded to the National Collaborative for Workforce and Disability for Youth from 
the US Department of Labor’s Office of Disability Employment Policy. Internationally and nationally 
respected for his work with supporting the career and social emotional learning development of youth, 
Dr. Solberg is author of Success Highways, a  resiliency curriculum for middle and high school youth. 
Online resources include webinars that showcase the research base underlying ILPs, an ILP how-to guide 
for schools (http://www.ncwd-youth.info/ilp/how-to-guide), and related resources from the National 
Collaborative for Workforce and Disability for Youth (http://www.ncwd-youth.info/). 

http://www.ncwd-
http://www.ncwd-youth.info/
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Dr. Jane Soukup
Dr. Jane Soukup is a research associate at the University of Kansas, Center for Research on Learning. Her 
responsibilities include facilitating the Arizona Secondary Transition Mentoring Project Career and 
Readiness Team Training (STMP/CCRTT) and the Secondary Vermont Multi-Tier System of Supports 
Academy (vtMTSS). The purpose of both projects is to support general education, special education, 
guidance counselors, administrators, and others as they work together to achieve college and career 
readiness for ALL high school students—especially those with disabilities.  Dr. Soukup’s interests 
focus on the principal’s connection to special education services, the opportunity to access general 
education curriculum for students receiving special education services, and strategies to enhance the 
self-determination of youth. Her work is driven by her Teach for America corps experience and work as 
a classroom teacher/administrator in Texas and Kansas. 

Dr. Richard A. Villa
Dr. Richard A. Villa has worked with thousands of teachers and administrators to develop and 
implement organizational and instructional support systems for educating all students within general 
education settings. Dr. Villa has been a middle and high school classroom teacher, special educator, 
special education coordinator, pupil personnel services director, and director of instructional services. 
He works with schools, governmental and nongovernmental agencies, and advocacy organizations and 
has authored over a hundred articles and book chapters regarding inclusive education, differentiated 
instruction, collaborative planning and teaching, and school restructuring. Dr. Villa has coedited ten 
books and developed two multimedia kits for teachers, administrators, and parents. He possesses the 
conceptual, technical, and interpersonal skills required to work effectively with others and facilitate 
change and progress in education. He has presented at numerous national and international conferences 
and is known for his enthusiastic, knowledgeable, and humorous style of presenting.

Tony Vincent
Tony Vincent is a former teacher whose work as a technology specialist reflects his passion for the use 
of computer applications in learning. As a fifth grade teacher in 2001, he was one of the first to have a 
mobile device in the hands of each of his students. Mr. Vincent witnessed how empowering it was for 
students to have a very portable computer filled with apps for learning and creativity. As a technology 
specialist, he has worked with students of diverse ages and their teachers, coaching them to use all sorts 
of digital tools for learning and teaching. Today, Mr. Vincent is a self-employed consultant, has won 
awards for his presentations, and has been recognized internationally. He has traveled to 40 states and 
abroad to facilitate workshops and to make presentations focused on empowering teachers and students 
with technology. His work can be found at learninginhand.com.

http://learninginhand.com
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Sessions from Local Presenters

Additional presentations will be provided by other ADE areas and agency partners. There will also be sessions where 
participants can “process” the information gained in order to walk away from this conference with ideas, notes, and plans in 
hand.

• A Collaborative Approach to Keeping Youth Out of the 
Juvenile Justice System

• A Curriculum for Transforming a Secure Care School

• A Seamless Transition Model for At-Risk Students 

• Build Your Own Unit: Integrating Career Skills with 
Instruction

• Building a Community of Dreams: Using Community 
Partnerships to Create Transitional Opportunities for 
Young Adults

• Building Successful Collaborations with Career & 
Technical Education Partners 

• College and University Partnerships with Off-Campus 
Transition Programs

• Crazy for Chrome: Chrome Extensions to Support 
Students with Disabilities 

• Disability Benefits 101 (DB101) as an Educator’s Tool for 
Transition

• Earn While You Learn—Swart’s Snack Shack 

• EMPOWER to Stand and Serve: Giving Youth with TBI 
a Voice 

• Enhancing Collaboration: What to Expect When Invited 
to Join a Child and Family Team 

• From Kinder to College: Preparing Students with 
Intellectual Disabilities for Higher Education

• Funding Assistive Technology After High School: Is There 
a Pot of Gold at the End of the Rainbow?

• Gaming Your Way to a Positive Future

• Gilbert Public Schools Transition Continuum 

• How Students Win the Race…On Their Way to Success

• How to Develop and Cultivate Healthy Relationships for 
Youth with Developmental Disabilities 

• I’m Strong and Successful 

• Improved Outcomes through Collaboration with 
Behavioral Health

• Individualized Health Care Plans, Why Should I Have 
One?

• In-School Programs for Post School Success–Examples 
From the Field

• Inside Information: The Employer’s Perspective 

• Inspiring Student Success with an Employment 
Encounter 

• Planning a Successful Transition from Secure Care to 
Public School: A Case Study 

• Reinforcing Self-Determination Skills with Young Adults 

• “Sage” Advice for Creating Jobs in Rural Arizona 

• Self-Advocacy is Key for EVERYONE’S Success 

• Self-Directed IEP: From the Student, Parent and School 
Perspective

• So...Have Your Heard of a Team 7/Team Falcon? 
Chapters 1 and 2

• STAND & SERVE (S&S) – Working Together to Make 
the World a Better Place 

• Start Your Own Student-Run Business 

• Tools for Authentic Assessment in Everyday Events 

• Transition: A Change Process 

• Transition Activities for All Students: Using Multi-Tiered 
Supports

• Understanding Discrimination of Disability Can Inspire 
Successful Self-Determination

• Untapped Arizona–Strategies and Tools to Support 
Students with Disabilities in Meeting the Workforce 
Needs of Arizona Businesses

• Using Disability Benefits 101 (DB101) as a Tool for 
Transition to Independent Living

• Vocational Rehabilitation: Your Partner to Career Success 

• What’s Your Brain Got to Do with It Anyway? Neurons 
in Transition

• Where Do I Put All This Stuff? Transition and 
Achievement Portfolio (TAP)

• Workin’ for a Livin’: Youth Experiences in Employment 



Arizona’s Fourteenth Annual Transition Conference Schedule 

Sunday, August 24, 2014

4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.         Early Registration 

Monday, August 25, 2014

7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.   Registration and Breakfast Buffet**

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.*   Welcome, Introductions, and Keynote
 
10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  Awards Presentation

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  Lunch**

12:45 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.   Concurrent Sessions

2:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.   Concurrent Sessions

3:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.   Concurrent Sessions

5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.   Youth and Young Adult Event

Tuesday, August 26, 2014

6:45 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.   Registration and Breakfast Buffet**

8:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.   Welcome and Keynote

9:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.   Concurrent Sessions

11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.   Lunch** 

12:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.   Concurrent Sessions

1:45 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.   Vendor/Exhibitor Break

2:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.   Concurrent Sessions

3:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.   Concurrent Sessions 

5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.    Reception and Raffle Drawing

Wednesday, August 27, 2014

7:00 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.   Breakfast Buffet**

8:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.   Concurrent Sessions

9:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.   Concurrent Sessions

11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.   Lunch and Closing Remarks**

* PLEASE NOTE: The conference starts at 9:00 a.m. to accommodate out-of-town travelers.
**  Breakfast (with protein) and lunch are included in the registration fee.




